
Jesus taught people using stories. He called these stories parables, and this one is 
about a shepherd who was busy separating the sheep out from the goats… 

One day God will judge everyone; it will be like a shepherd going 
through his flock separating the sheep from the goats. He’ll put 
the sheep on one side, and the conversation will be like this: 

God: You’ve shown me so much kindness and 
compassion. Come on into my kingdom!   

Sheep (confused): But when were we kind to you? 

God: Whenever you were kind to any of my brothers or sisters, 
you were kind to me. 

Then he’ll put the goats on the other side: 

God: You never showed me any kindness or compassion. Go! 

Goats (confused): But when didn’t we help you? 

God: Whenever you didn’t help one of my brothers  or sisters, 
you didn’t help me. 

 What next? 
You could… 

 Cut out some sheep/goat shapes. 
Decorate some as sheep, and some as 
goats. Look out for Karen’s sheep and 
goats in the sermon! 

 Draw around your hands. Onto one 
hand, write compassionate action 
words and phrases like help, share, be 
kind… Onto the other hand, write 
examples of ways that you can put 
these action words into practice.  

 Find pictures of sheep and goats. 
Pretend you are the shepherd sorting 
them into two groups. Act out the 
story. 

 Practice doing some sorting: find four 
red objects, four blue ones and two 
pots. Jumble the objects up. Then see 
if you can put all the red things in one 
pot and the blue ones in the other. 

We would love to show online anything you make. Email a photo to children@elmdonchurch.org  

Jesus told a story about a shepherd 
sorting through his flock to show what 
God’s final judgement will be like. 
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